QUARTERLY REPORT FROM THE VENDORSHIP AND MANAGED CARE COMMITTEE

The Vendorship and Managed Care Committee met by teleconference in November and January and communicated by email as needed.  The committee is comprised of twelve representatives from the various chapters of NYSSCSW.  Its purpose is to gather and disseminate information on insurance issues, support individual members in their practices, and consider in what way the Society might influence external forces affecting the profession. 

Having presented a successful Electronic Billing Workshop in October, the Committee is currently focusing on creating a Notice of Privacy for solo practitioners to be vetted by the Society lawyer and recommended to members for use.  Getting all patients to read and acknowledge the therapist‘s Notice of Privacy is an essential element of becoming HIPAA compliant.  (Other elements of HIPAA compliance are outlined on the Vendorship webpage in an article by David Phillips, “A Brief Introduction to the HIPAA Rules” link)
The Committee hopes to sponsor a Medicare teleconference, making use of the excellent skills of James Bavoso of National Government Services.  Date to be announced.

Other issues which the Committee is following include increasingly high deductibles and their impact on patient willingness to enter treatment; Medicare audits; clarifying the definition of “usual and customary”; and the proper response to requests for telephone reviews from insurers.
The Committee invites you to explore the extensive list of resources on the Vendorship and Managed Care webpage at clinicalsw.org link.  You may direct inquiries about specific problems to Committee members listed there.
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